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       PRESS RELEASE
The International Birdwatching Fair establishes itself as the Italian most important event on Nature Tourism 
Big success for the third edition of the Fair rewarding the organizers’ effort. The figures and winners of the contests. 
COMACCHIO (Fe). The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair establishes itself as the Italian event on birdwatching and nature tourism. This has been proved by over twenty thousands visitors taking part in the event, regardless of the bad weather conditions of the first days, and of the entrance ticket for the first time on payment (3 € for the birdcard enabling visitors to enjoy discounts and facilitations in all the tourist facilities in agreement with the Fair). Particularly proud of the success of this third edition, Delta 2000 President Giancarlo Malacarne claims: “I am really pleased about the high turnout of people and the participation in all the activities of the Fair. This last edition has witnessed the presence of a large public, conscious and specialised, interested in real environmental and wildlife priorities and willing to experience them”. Despite of the bad weather, the excursions (by boat, on foot, by bike, on horseback) have been sold out as well as the rallies with over 3 thousands participants. A thousand children, accompanied by school teachers or parents, have joined the didactic labs; 475 the number of participants in the workshops of photography and 750 people attending the conventions. Over a hundred accredited journalists (among whom some foreign media) and a special attention to spectacular events. Forty five the film makers taking part in the first Festival of Wildlife Reportage. A big success also for the third philatelic event dedicated to the Fair, with over 4 thousands postcard obliterations and the release, on May 1st in the morning, of the birds caught by poachers and then assisted by the Government Forestal  Body, catching the attention of TV media. 

Delta in focus. The contest has confirmed its growing success for the third year, with the participation of a hundred and six photographers for a total of about a thousand images submitted. Five the categories: wildfowl, landscape, plants and flowers, macro and the latest author’s portfolio. The special prize for the best absolute photography  has been won by Massimo Bottoni from Pistoia with his ‘Pittime minori’. Follow the prizes awarded to the winners on May 1st at Palazzo Bellini in Comacchio and offered by the exhibitors: for the wildfowl category the first prize awarded to Rosanna Valentini from Verona, the second to Francesco Bettaglio from Alessandria, third to Glauco Vicario from Udine, the fourth to Roberto Baroni and Luciano Marcazzan from Modena and fifth to Paolo Ugo from Mestre; in the landscape category, the first prize to Achille Serrao from Bologna followed by Giacomo Piccolo from Cremona, Marco Marangoni from Modena, Matteo Mantovani from Portomaggiore and Paolo Cortesi from Bologna; for the author’s portfolio category, the first prize winner is Gastone Pivatelli from Rovigo followed by Flavio Bianchedi from Ravenna and by Roberto Bartolini from Venice, Luigi De Carlo from Codigoro and Fabio Pegoraro from Vicenza; for the plants and flowers category, Giacomo Naldini from Ravenna first prize winner, the second prize to Riccardo Triverio from Biella, the third to Viniico Roveri from Bologna, the fourth to Christian Asirelli from Ravenna, fifth to Valerio Zanna from Bologna. Last but not least, as far as the macro category is concerned, Luca Maccapani from San Marino for the first prize, the second to Antonio Barisani from Cremona, the third to Massimo Fornaciari from Modena, fourth Stefano Cappello from Bologna and fifth Pierluigi Rivasi from Modena.

First European Birdwatching race. Intense and participated, despite of the weather, also the first edition of the race between European teams of birdwatchers who, equipped with binoculars, have taken the chance throughout the Po Delta Park in defying each other on the identification and shots taking of the highest number of wildfowl. After a three long hour wait in Valli Bertuzzi and Boscoforte and on the Reno riverbank, a group of 5 birdwatchers from Latina (Capozzi, Gaiba, Mastrobuoni, Checchinato e Siviero) has been appointed as the best European team.  They have scored 109 sightings over a total of 120. During the prize giving ceremony taking place on May 1st in the morning, under the Fair stands, each team member has been provided with a professional binocular put up as a prize by the company “Bushnell”, exhibitor at the Fair. 
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